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The CALSOAP LA College and Career Expo is an event open to the public, although
our primary focus is the underserved students of Los Angeles Unified School
District (LAUSD). As the second-largest school district in the country, LAUSD
currently enrolls over 420,000 students. Over three quarters of the district’s
students come from low-income households, and the majority of students are
Black or Latinx. Sadly, LAUSD has struggled with substantial achievement gaps for
Black, Latinx, and low-income students. LAUSD reports that only 60 percent of
students exhibit UC and CSU readiness, which drops when accounting for factors
like race, ethnicity, foster system involvement, disability, gender, immigration
status, and socioeconomic disadvantage. Through the Expo, we hope to bring you
resources about colleges and universities, career and technical education
pathways, scholarship opportunities, and much more so that you can successfully
set and reach your academic goals. Thank you for attending the 3rd Annual
CALSOAP LA College and Career Expo!

WELCOME TO THE THIRD ANNUAL CALSOAP LA COLLEGE AND CAREER EXPO!

Sincerely, 

Yicel Paez

expo@calsoapla.org
(213) 260-0569

CALSOAP LOS ANGELES
1301 Avenida Cesar Chavez
Monterey Park, CA 91754

Program Director, CALSOAP LA

www.calsoapla.org
https://studentaid.gov




Financial aid is funds given to 
students and families that helps them 
pay for college. Your financial aid 
package is structured in the form of: 

Grants: free money provided 
to students attending 
college or career school by 
the federal government 
that generally does not 
have to be repaid. 

Scholarships: Aid from a 
university or private/ 
organization that does not 
have to be paid back. 

Work Study: Federal Work
Study provides part-time 
jobs for undergraduate and 
graduate students with 
financial need. 

Loans: Borrowed money that 
must be repaid beginning 6 
months after college 
graduation. 

When do I apply for financial aid? 

The financial aid application opens for 
priority aid each year from October l to 
March 2. You apply during the spring 
semester of your senior year! 

What is the difference between the 
Free Application For Federal Student 
Aid (FAFSA) and the California Dream 
Act application (CADAA)? 

Students should only complete one of 
the applications (not both), according to 
the citizenship requirements below: 

l. You are eligible to complete the FAFSA 
at www.fafsa.gov if you are a:

• U.S Citizen
• Permanent Resident

• Eligible non-citizen
• T Visa holder

2. You are eligible to complete the
CADAA at https:lldream.csac.ca.gov if
you are:

• Undocumented
• Have a valid or expired DACA
• U Visa holders

http://fafsa.gov
http://dream.csac.ca.gov
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Tips:
• Know Yourself
• Research Possible Occupations
• Get experience

Career Exploration Tools
• Pasadena City College Career Exploration
• California Community Colleges

Understand the importance of picking a career.
Make a list of different college majors connected to
your career of interest.
Consider the level education and training you will need
for your career.
Identify values that students should consider when
choosing a career.
Some of the values you want and require in your work
or career probably involve qualities and opportunities
that enhance your interest in the field.
Learn how to use research tools as a component in
career exploration.
Explore your career interest by using resources such as
career exploration quizzes, attending workshops,
resources available at your school, etc.

Do all careers require the same type of training, skills,
education? The answer is no, there is beauty in the diversity
of education. There are different levels of education
required for every career. Some careers require as little as
2 years of school and other require 6+ years of school!
Deciding on a major and career can be difficult. So many
options, so much to consider. Here are a few steps you can
follow to ensure you’re confident in your decision.

 

Major and career exploration:
the importance of career 1st! 

12:15 PM - 1:30 PM 
 presented by kimberly gomez and jose castro

FINANCIAL AID AND COLLEGE AFFORDABILITY

https://pasadena.edu/explore-your-career/career-exploration.php
https://www.cccco.edu/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcpc--oqzMuE9w4Dn9fgVhO6-R1fdRLnUqw


presented by FLOR SANDOVAL

Presentado por FAMILIES IN SCHOOLS 
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Gingee is a producer, DJ and vocalist from Los Angeles. Her eclectic
dance music blends sounds from across the globe, with percussion and

vocals. Her live set incorporates diverse elements, from Philippine
kulintang gongs, to finger drumming. She has released several EPs and an
LP including 2018's "Solstice/Equinox," a four part project corresponding
to each season and peppered with collaborations from her travels. She's

played the Sahara stage at Coachella, South by Southwest official, Grand
Performances, and Levitt Pavilion as well as toured in Europe and Asia.
She's been a featured artist on Globalization Sessions (Sirius XM), Red

Bull Radio and Arte TV's "Music on the Road" series. She is also the
founder of Magic Garage, a community art collective which brings

together creatives across cultures, mediums and genres.
 

Álvaro D. Márquez is a working artist and museum professional. They are
committed to making art that speaks to the experiences of marginalized

communities. In their work as a museum professional, they are
committed to making art institutions accessible to communities who have

historically been neglected and ignored. As Education Specialist for
School Communities at the J. Paul Getty Museum, they oversee the on-

site field trip program that provides free field trips to low-income schools
across the L.A. Metropolitan region, as well virtual visits to school across
the nation and globe. They hold a BA from Brown University, an MA from

USC, and an MFA from CSU Long Beach.
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www.laccd.edu/About/Pages/Our-Colleges.aspx
http://laccd.edu/apply
http://lacollegepromise.org/apply.html
http://fafsa.gov
http://dream.csac.ca.gov
http://lacollegepromise.org/contact.html


Note: Creating an FSA ID only takes a few minutes, but it can take a day or two to process, so
it is best to do it ahead of time if you plan to attend a Cash for College workshop. 

APPLICATION DEADLINE IS MARCH 2ND! 

http://calsoapla.org/tv/
www.calsoap.live/webinars
http://fsaid.ed.gov
http://fafsa.gov
http://dream.csac.ca.gov
http://calsoapla.org
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The CALSOAP LA Career & Technical Education (CTE) Program  will give
students the opportunity to explore different career pathways available at

local community colleges.

CTE 
INTRODUCTION

INTERNSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES

CAREER
PREPARATION SKILLS

LEARN MORE AT CALSOAP.LIVE/CTE

This presentation is an
introduction of Career and

Technical Education pathways
and the various areas of study.

WHAT ARE YOUR
SKILLS?

Students will learn what skills
they possess that can be used
towards their future careers.

This presentation will include
an activity skills test.

COLLEGE & CAREER
EXPLORATION

This presentation will help
students learn the various ways

to explore careers and
community colleges.

HOW TO PAY FOR
COLLEGE

This presentation will focuses on
the four types of Financial aid to

help students fund their
education.

APPLYING TO
COLLEGE

This is a workshop designed to
assist students in applying to

their desired college.

This presentation will help
students learn how to complete

career badges through
NexusEdge. Students can earn up
to 7 badges on 7 different career

preparation topics. Topics
include (resume building, how to

create a cover letter, interview
preparation, dressing for success,

learning how to network and
internship etiquette).

This presentation will help
students learn about internship

opportunities and the
advantages of gaining first-

hand exposure of working in
the real world, work experience,

critical network connections
and how it allows students to
harness skills and knowledge

FAFSA/DREAM ACT
This is a workshop intended to
help students apply for FAFSA
or Dream Act application with

the guidance of a facilitator.

FINANCIAL LITERACY
In this presentation students

will identify ways in which to be
financially responsible as a

young adult, learn to manage a
budget, prepare a personal

spending diary, and discuss the
components of personal

budgeting

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
 

http://www.calsoapla.org/
https://calsoapla.org/first-year-persistence-program/#cte
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